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IN PRISON MY WHOLE LIFE
How the life of Jamal Abu-Jamal helps to understand the ideas expressed in his text for the class.
The overall message in the text is about old school racism and modern racism. The life of Jamal is a good example of this subject. Jamal goes through bad life experiences for being from a black community. He fails to get a fair trial in the courtroom since he is a ‘nigga'. The evidence is destroyed and witnesses killed, and no justice is taken. Jamal is still in jail even after all evidence in his support is out there in the open just because he is black and his case involves a white American cop. 
How his early life experiences, incarceration and fight for freedom is connected to his ability to reflect critically on contemporary Black life.
In Jamal's early life, the black community was held under siege for protesting. Moreover, they were even bombed where 62 families were left homeless. Innocent lives including children died, and some got severely injured. The, only African American teenager survived the terror and was held in prison for seven years for incitement and leading in the protest of fighting for freedom. Some victims including children were burnt alive, and some of these bodies had bullets on them. Consequently, not even a single soul was held responsible for that serious crime.

How is his lived experienced reflective of both old-school racism and contemporary racism? 
When we talk about old-school racism, it is when there are varying opinions in politics all birthed by racism. Contemporary or modern racism is much connected to the oppression, prejudice, dislike and violence that come from being from a different race. The Philadelphia police department incarcerates Jamal as per the confession of the white American police even though Jamal's kept saying that he is innocent. Jamal goes through an experience of being taped and taken photographs which are forbidden. However, there are lots of proves of Jamal being innocent such as the bullet found on the police's body was no match for Jamal's gun. Also, the angle in which Jamal got shot was from above which proves that the shooting was done by someone else and not the falling policeman. It is also believed that Jamal's case had political influence. When Jamal was taken to court for trial, he hoped to have a fair trial just like any other American. Instead, he was seen different for being black. The judge is heard being racist- by saying he will help in frying that nigga. 
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